The Downfall of Gates
This call to the Catholic mob was duly answered, and,
on Monday, in Palace Yard they pelted him joyously and
would have lynched him had they been able. But at
the Royal Exchange the case was altered, for in the City
his friends raised a riot and attempted a rescue, but this
also failed. The next morning he was brought out to
undergo the first flogging. This job was in the experienced
hands of Mr Ketch, the hangman, and his assistants, and
he made use of a whip with six thongs. Huge mobs filled
the streets, and the victim's sympathizers were in the
majority.
Mr Nathaniel Reading, a native of York visiting
London, who witnessed the first procession through the
City, says that " he saw Oats that discovered the Popish
Plot, whipped, according to his condemnation, most
miserably ; and as he was hail'd up the streets the multitude
would much pitty him, and would cry to the hangsman or
he whose office it was to whipp him, ' Enough ! Enough !
Strike easily S Enough! etc.' To whom Mr Oats replyd,
turning his head cheerfully behind him, ' Not enough,
good people, for the truth, not enough!? "
But at the end of the torture the wretched man
collapsed, and the next day some humane persons entreated
James to cancel the second operation. The King, however,
who took pleasure in tortures, as some abnormal human
beings do, is reported to have replied: "He shall go through
with it if he has breath in his body/5 Application was
made to the Queen, but it was unlikely she would speak a
word in favour of the man who destroyed her secretary,
Coleman, nor would it have been of any service to the
prisoner had she proved of a merciful disposition.
And, as the King decreed, after an interval of forty-
eight hours, the wretch was carried out of Newgate. Dr
Calamy, a youth at the time, saw him, and says, " his
back, miserably swelled with his first whipping, looked as
if it had been flayed." As he was quite unable to stand
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